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CHAPTER IX.—(Continued.)

The traveler looked at him fixedly for
& moment or two, and then laid his hand
firmly on his arm and pulled him toward
the table,

*Now, look here,” he sald to him curtly,
*1 Intend to pass two hours In your hovel,
st all risks; I know that between this and
sleven o'clock you expect a large party.”

The landlord attempted to give a de-
nial, but tha traveler cut him short.

“Bllence,"” he continued, I wish to be
present at this meeting; of courss I do
pot mean to be eeen; but I must not
only see them, but hear all they say. Put
me whers you pleass, that is your con-
eorn; but as any trouble deserves pay-
ment, here are ten ounces for you, and
I will give you as many more when your
visitors have gone, and I assure you that
what I ask of you will not in any way
compromise you. Now, I will add, that
If you obatinately refuse the arrangement
I offer——"

"Well, suppose I do?"

“I will blow out your brains" the
traveler sald distinctly,

“Hang It, excellency,”" the poor fellow
answered, with a grimace, “I think that
I have no cholce, and am compelled to

"

“Good| now you are learning reason;
but take three ounces as a consolation.”

The landlord, forgetting that he had de-
elared a few moments previoualy that he
bad nothing in the house, instantly cov-
eved the table with provislons, which, if
not particularly delicate, were sufficiently
appetising, When thelr hunger was at
leigth appeased, the traveler who reemed
to speak for both thrust away hia plate
and addressed the landlord, who was mod-
sstly standing behind bim, hat in hand.

“And now for another matter,” he
mid; “bow many lads have you to bhelp
pou?”

“T'wo, excellency—the ome who took
your horses to the corral, and another."”

“Yery good. I presume you will not
require both thome lads to walt on your
friends to-night?”

“Certainly not, excellency ; Indeed, for
greater socurity, I shall wait on them
alone.”

“Better stlll; then, you ses no Inocon-
venlence In sending one of them [nto the
Cindad?"

“No inconvenience at all, excellency;
what {s the businesa?"

“Bimply,” be said, taking a letter from
bis bowom, "to convey this letter to Banor
Don Antonia Ralller, in the Calle Mon-
terilln, and bring me back an answer.”

“*“That la easy, excellency; If you will
have the kindness to intrust the letter to

"

“Here it ls, and four plastrea for the
Journey.”

The host bowed respectfully and im-
mediately left tha room.

“I fancy, Curumilla,” the traveler then
sald to his companion, “that our affairs
are going on well.”

The other replied with a silent nod of
amsent, The travelers rowe; In a twink-
lUng when the landlord returned and re-
moved all signs of supper, and then hid
bis guests behind an old-fashioned coun-
ter,

CHAPTER X.

The travelers had acarce time to con-
eenl themuelves ere mevernl knocks on the
door warned the landlord that the myste-
rious guests he expected were beginning
to arrly.

The door was hardly ajar ere several
men burst Into the Inn, thrusting each
other azide in their haste, as If afrald
of being followed. Theses men trern seven
or elght in mumber, and It waa easy to
see they were officers, in spite of the pre-
eautlon of some among them who had put
en civilinn attire.

They lsughed and jested loudly. The
door of the rancho had been loft ajar by
the landlord, who probably thought it un-
necessary to close it; the officers succeed-
ed each other with great rapldity, and
thelr nomber soon became mo great that
the room was completely filled. '

As for No Lusacho, he continually
prowled round the tables, watching ev-
erything with a corner of his eyes, and
belng careful not to merve the slightest
article without receiving immediate pay-
ment. At length, one of the officers rosa.

“Is Don Birven here?"

“Yes, senor,”"” a youpg man of twenty
at the most answered as he rose.

“Assure yoursell that no person In ab-
went."

The young man howed and began walk-
Ing from one table to the other, exchang-
Ing two or three words In a low volee with
each of the visitors. When Don Birven
bad gone round the room, he went to the
person who bad addressed him and sald
with a respectful bow:

“Senor colonel, the mesting Is complete
and enly one person !s mbsent; but as he
did not tell us certainly whether he would
do us the honor of baing present to-night,

"

—

“That will do,” the colonel Interrupted ;
“remain outside, watch the environs and

fect wilence wns established, and then
-mk&u followa :

“Let me, In thes firat place, thank

caballeros, for the punctuality with -m
you have responded to the meeting I had
the honor of arranging with you. I am
delighted at the confidencs It has pleased
Tou to display in me, and, belleve mae, I
;hll nhr:w myself worthy of it; for It
roves me onde again that are
really devoted to the iuhn-u!:!u our
country and that I may fresly reckon on
you In the hour of danger. You under-
stand as well as I do that we can no
longer bow our necks bensath our dis-
potle government. The man who at this
moment holds our destinies In his handa
has shown himself unworthy of his man-
date. The hour will soon strike for thas
man who has docelved us w be eover-
thrown."

The colonel had mads a start, and
would probably have continued his plaus-
ible speech for a long time In an am-
phatie volos, had not ons of his audience
interrapted him :

*That is all very fAne, colonel” he said,
“we aro all aware that we are gentlemen
devoted, body and soul, to our eountry;
but devotion must be paid for. What
shall we got by this after all™

The colonel was at first slightly em-
barrassed by this warm apostrophe; but
he recovered himself at once, and turned
with a smile to his Interpreter:

“I was coming to i, my dear eaptaln,
at the nrx_nennt when you owt aerces

my

"Oh, that ls different,” the eaptaln an-
swered.

“In the first place,” the ecolonel went
on, “I bave news for you which I feel
sasured you will heartily welcoms. Thia
Is the last time we shall meet.”
u:.’ §ood,” maid the practical cap-

The colonsl mw that he could ne long-
or dally with the matter, for all his hear-
ers openly took part with thelr com-
rade. At the moment when ha resolved
to tell all ba knew, the door of the lon
was opened, and a man wrapped M a
large eloak quickly entered the recm pre-
cedad by the Alferes Don Birvem, who
shouted in a lond volee:

““The general, Caballeros, the general”

At this announcement silence was re-
established as if by enchantment, The
person called the general stopped in the
middle of the room, looked around him,
and then took off his hat, let his cloak
fall from his shoulders, and appeared In
the foll dress uniform of a general offi-
cer.

“Long live Gen. Guerrero,” the officers
shouted as they rose enthusiastically.

“Thanks, gentlemen, thanks,” the gen-
eral responded with numerous bows.
“This warm feeling fills me with delight;
but pray be silent, (hat we may properly
settle the matter which has brought ns
here ; moments are precious, and, In spite
of the precautions we bave taken, your
presence at this inn may have been de-
nounced. I will come at once to facts,
without entering Into idle spsculations,
which would cause us to waste valusble
time. In & word, then, what (s It we
want? To overthrow the present govern-
ment, and establish another more {n con-
formity with our opinions, and, above all,
our interests."

“Yeu, ves," the officers exclaimed.

“In that case we are conspiring agalnst
the established aunthority, and mre rebels
in the eyes of the law,” the general con-
tinued coolly and distinetly; “as such we
stakes our heads. If our attempt falls,
we shall be pitilessly shot by the victor;
but we shall not fail,” he hastily added,
‘“hocanse we are resolutely playing a Per-
rible game, and each of us knows that his
fortuns deends on winning.

“Yes, yea," the captain whose obsarva--
tions had, previous to the general's ar-
rival so greatly embarrassed the colonsl,
sald, “all that ls very fine; but we were
promised something else in your name, ex-
celleney.”

The general smiled.

“You are right, captain,” he remarked ;
“but I Intend to keep all promises—but
not, as you might reasonably suppome,
when our glorious enterprise has suc-
ﬂ.ﬂd.d.”

“YWhen then, pray?” the captain asked,
curfously.

“At once, senores,” the pgeneral ex-
claimed.

Joy and astonishment so parnlysed his
hearers that they were unable to utter a
syllable. The general looked at them for
a moment, and then, turning away with
a mocking smile, he walked to the fromt
door, which he opened. The officers eag-
erly watched his movements, and the gen-
eral, after looking out coughed twice.

“Here I am, excellency,” a voice said,
issuing from the fog.

“Bring io the bags," Don Bebastian
ordered, and then quietly returned to the
middle of the room.

Almost Immedintely after a man enter-
od, bearing & heavy leather saddlebag. It
was Carnero. At a signal from his mas-
ter he deponited his bundle and went out,
but returned shortly after with another

R

mocking mmile, slightly tapped the table
to request silence.

“Benores,” he said, “I have kept all
my promises, and bave acquired the right
to count on you. We sha!ll not meet
again, bot at & future day 1 will let you
know my intentions. 8till ba ready to
nct at the first sigoal § In ten days in the
anniversary festival of the Proclamation
of Indepeudence, and I nothing alters
my plans 1 shall probably chooss that
day to try, with your assistance, to de-
liver the country from the tyrants who
oppress it. However, I will be careful to
have you warned. 8o now let us sspa-
rate; the unight Is far advanced, and a
longer stay at this spot might compro-
mise the sacred Interests for which we
have sworn to die.

CHAPTEHR XL

The Alameda of Mexico s one of the
most beautiful in America, It ls situat-
ed at one of the extremlities of the sity,
and forms a long squars, with a wall of
elreumvallation bordersd by a deep ditch,
whose muddy, fetid wmters, owing to the
negligencs of the government, exhale pes-
tilentinl miasmas., At each corner of the
promenads n gate offars admission to car-

thick awniog of ver-
dure formed by willows, elms and poplara
that border the principal road. These
trees are selected with great tact, and are
always green, for although the leaves are
renewed, It takes place graduslly and tm-
parceptibly, so that the branches are nev
or satirely strippod of their foliage.

It was evening, and, as wusual, the
Alumeda was crowded; handsome car-
rlages, brilliant riders and modest pedes-
trians were moving backward and for-
ward, with cries, Inughter and joyous
calls, as they sought each other in the
walks. By degrees, however, the prome-
naders went toward the Bucarelll; the
carriages bacame scarcer, and by the time
&ht had set in the Alameda was desert-

A borseman, dressed In & rich Cam-

,presine costume and mounted on A mag-

nifieent horse, entered the Alameda along
which he gulloped for about twenty min-
utes examining the sids walks the clumps
of trees and the bushes; ln a word he
ssemod to be looking for somebody or
something,

At the moment when the traveler reach-
od the Bucarelll the last carriages were
leaving it and it was scon as deserted
a8 the Alameda. He gulloped up and
down the promenads twlice or thrice look-
ing carefully down the side rides and at
the end of his third turn & borseman,
coming from the Alameda, passed en his
md.dvtuhlnlnnlnvdutho

salute, “Bantissima noche cabel-
lero "

Although the sentence had nothing pe-
culiar about it the horseman started, and
lmmedintely turning his horse round,
started in pursnit. Within a minute the
two horsemen were side by side; the first
comer, 80 soon as he saw that he was
tollowed, checked his horse's pace, as if
with the Intention of entering Into direot
communlication,

“A fine night for m ride, mencr,” the
first horseman said, politely raising his
hand to his hat.

“It 1s," the second answered, “although
it is beginning to grow lats.”

*The moment is only the better chosen
for certain private conversation.”

The second horseman looked around,
and bending over to the speaker, said :

“I almost despaired of meeting you."

“Did I not let you know that [ should
coma 1"

“True; but I feared that some obsta-
cle——"

“Nothing should impede an honest man
from accomplishing a sacred duty,” the
first horseman said.

The other bowed with an alr of satis-
faction, *“Then,"” he said, “I can count
on youw, No——"

“No names hers, memor,” the other
sharply Interrupted him. “Caspita, an old
wood ranger like you, a man who has
long been a Tigrero, ought to remember
that the trees have ears and the leaves
.}...'n

“Yea, you are right. I do remember
it, but permit me to remark that If it is
not pousible for us to talk here where can
we do so?"

“Patience, senor, I wish to serve you,
as you know, for you were recommended
to me by a trusty man. Be guided by
me, If you wish us to succeed In this
affair.”

“I mak nothing better; still you must
tell me what I onght to do."

“For the present very little; merely
follow me at n distance to the place where
I purposs taking you."

(To be continued.)
Just = Boy.

“Hold on!" sald the learned chemist,
“Didn’t I give you a bottle of my won-
derful tonle that would make you look
twenty years younger?”

“You did,” replled the patient, “and
I took it all, I was then 89 and now [
am only 19."

“Well, then will you please settle
this litle blll you owe for the treat
ment?"

“Oh, no. As I am omly 10 now, I
am & minor and minors are not held

responaible for the bllls they mcur,
Good-day, sir.”

Made Himself ¥o,
Naybor—I called to see Nervey last
pight, but he wasn't at homae,
Bubbubs—Oh, yes, he waa
Naybor—Not at all. I tell yog—ur
Bubbubs—But I tell you he was, and
very much at home. He monopolised
the morris chalr In my den all even-

“I thought you'd llke him," sald the
man In the white walsteoat, with a dis-
appointed alr.

"1 did—at first,” sald the man In
the negligee shirt. “If I hadn't, 1
wouldn't have asked him out"

“He always seemed to me to be n
good fellow,” urged the man In the
white walstcont,

“I'm surprised to henr you say =o,”
anld the man In the negligee shirt. *“1
thought you were a judge of a good
fellow. Obh, he may be all right In
his way, but he strikes me as off-color.
Just my oplnlon, you know.,"

“I've known him for eclose on twen-
ty years,” sald the man In the white
walstecoat. “I've known him for that
long, auyway, and I never heard of
his dolng a mean trick.”

“That may be. Mind you, I don't
a4y that he wounld”

“And I've known of his dolng some
mighty fine things"

“1 ean quite belleve that.
needs watching.

*There's nothlng stingy or mean
about him"

“Probably not."

“On the contrary, he's liberal and
big-hearted. He's fond of hls famlly
and he's publespirited and he's good
company—tells a good story, I'm sure
he’s as stralght as a string.”

“You needn't get worked up about
it," sald the man in the negligee shirt.
1 don't deny It."

“Then what In thunder——'

“I'll tell you, Jim. Do you know,
that fellow doesn't llke strawberries—
won't eat 'em, In fact?’

The man In the white swalsteont
stared. Then he laughed.

“That's right," sald the man in the
negligee shirt. “I'm telllng you the
honest truth, I'm not Joking, Jim,
The evenlng he was out [ had on the
Ice four quarts of the dandiest berries
you ever set your eyes on or curled
your thrice-blessed tongue around.
They were scarlet as sin and too blg
for a well-bred man to take Into his
mouth all at once, and as to the fla-

But he

vor! No, I ean't tell you anything
about the flavor. Nobady counld de-
seribe that, T've been eatlng strawher-
ries all my life, and 1 genernllr get
about the best there are In the mar-
leet, but I never had the luck to strike
any llke these, 1 knew .exactly what
they were, becnuse there wers six
quarts of them originally, and T used
up two boxes sampiing them before my

wife dragged me away by maln
foren”
The man In the white walsteoat

pleked up the Lill of fare and looked
at it. “They wern't extra good here
yesterday,” he ohserveld, “but T guess
I'Il have to try 'em agnin”

“I llked this chap, mind you" pur-
sl the man In the negligee shirt.
“T told you I Uked him. My heart was
warm to him. I wanted to confer
ecstasles upon him, 1 yearned to see
him smack Ils lips and roll his eyes
heavenward.in a fine frenzy of rapture,
I thought the tlme hnd come ng we sat
out on the poreh, and I pnodded to my
wife,

“She algndled the mald, and the
strawberries enme on In a lordly dlsh,
accompanled by thick yellow cream and
sugar white as snow and fine ns Hour,
I smiled on him benlgnantly as my wife
plled a lberal whack for him, and——"

**Thank you, but I don't eat straw-
berries,' he snys,

“What? 1 shouted.

““They really look very nlee,” he
sald, with a smlle—a smile!—'but I
never eat them,'

“You're Joking' I sald

“'No,! he replied, ‘I'm not joking. I
never learned to llke ‘em.

“Now, that's s true ns I sit here,
Anil he doesn't even llke strawberry
shorteake! Don't yon think, now, that
there must be something wrong with |
man lke that? Serew looge some-
where, eh?"

“Perhaps you're right,” admitted the
man In the white walsteont.

“It It was anything else 1 wouldn't
eare,” enld the man In the negligee
shirt.  “But strawberrles I"—Chlcago
Dally News,

OCEAN RAILROAD A WORLD WONDER.

The top pleture shows where foundutions are belug lald in the ocenn for
viaduet ; middle pleture shows rolling stock on scow followlng viaduet ocop-

struction. At bottom I8 hotel on a s
and workmen live cloge to thelr worlk,

(1 key out In the ocenn where englneera

BEA RAILWAY A MIRACLE.

Crosseas 100 Miles of Ocenn, mnd Wil
Cost BI1Z,000,000,

The rallroad which Henry M, Flag
ler and his milllonglre associates in
the Btandard O] Company are bulld-
Ing over the Atlantie ocean from the
mainland to Key West, Fla., has made
such progress that It Is announeed that
the line will be completed by the sum-
mer of 1000,

This rallway Is the world's most ex-
traordinary englneering project to-day,
and englneers at least sny that when
completed It will be a wonder of the
world. The rallway wlll be 160 milles

long, Al the way from malntand to
Key West are small Islands or keys,
ag they are called, some un acre or less
In extent. The bullders of the road
nre connecting these keys with lnmense
viaducts, supported by huge abutments
of molld conerete, At one polul, two
keys nre three miles apart, bt the en-
gineery did not hesttate. They found
the ocenn only forty feot deep, and they
procesded at once to construct n grent
connecting bridge.  Cofferdams  were
sunk and the bed of the ocean was
dredged ont In places to solld pock.
Then the soll conerete foundations were
lald. The engineers are confident that
the worst ocesn storms will not disturly
thelr bridges,




